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Diabetic Retinopathy

Initiative
Through our continued partnership with Vision Loss Rehabilitation Canada (VLRC) as well as the
Indigenous Diabetes Health Circle (IDHC), Giiwednong Health Link (GHL) remains committed to

supporting Indigenous communities in the early identification and management of diabetic
retinopathy — a leading cause of vision loss among people living with diabetes.

GHL is an Indigenous health technology company that services fourteen First
Nations stakeholders on Manitoulin Island and the North Shore of Lake Huron.

Training and Screening Clinics  Clinical Training

By providing on-site training and mobile screening clinic support, our
team empowers community-based care providers to identify early signs
of retinal damage before symptoms appear. With the help of advanced
imaging technology and Al-powered analysis, clinic staff can confidently
capture and assess retinal images and ensure positive cases are quickly
referred to appropriate care through an established specialist network.

For many First Nations communities, access to vision care often requires - 5
long-distance travel and long wait times. This initiative reduces that r N s A\
barrier by making high-quality screening accessible within local health
centres — bringing specialized care closer to home. It also enhances the
capacity of clinic teams to take ownership of preventative eye health,
integrating diabetic eye care into the routine delivery of chronic disease
services.
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Clinics that take advantage of this support are not only improving access
to care but are also contributing to a broader vision of health equity, self-
determined service delivery, and long-term wellness for Indigenous
populations.

GHL encourages all partner communities to connect with our team to
book a screening clinic or request a training session. Together, we can
prevent vision loss, strengthen local care systems, and uphold the right to
accessible, quality health services for all.

Mississaugi Team Training

As diabetic retinopathy often progresses without symptoms, expanding
early screening is vital. GHL continues to encourage all partner clinics to
engage with this program and take proactive steps toward better eye
health outcomes for their community members.
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